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SUBJECT: EXPO CLOSES QUIETLY 

1 . THE CEREMONIES CLOSING EXPO-75, ATTENDED BY CROWN PRINCE AND 
PRINCESS AND BY PRIME MINISTER MIKI, WERE HELD JAN 18 UNDER VERY 
TIGHT SECURITY WITH 3,800 POLICE IN AND AROUND THE EXPO SITE. NO 
TERRORIST INCIDENTS WERE REPORTED. ANTI-CROWN PRINCE RALLIES WERE 
POORLY ATTENDED, THE LARGEST DRAWING 350 KENROKYO YOUTH AND 
75 KAKUMARU STUDENTS AT MOTOBU TOWN. NO DEMONSTRATIONS WERE HELD 
DURING CROWN PRINCE VISIT TO NEARBY IE SHIMA BECAUSE OF A POLICE BAN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 NAHA 00029 200858Z 

AND BECAUSE IE SHIMA RESIDENTS WHO OWN THE FERRY PREVENTED RADICALS 
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FROM CROSSING TO THE ISLAND. 

2. THE PRESS HAS BEEN FULL OF GENERALLY CRITICAL STORIES EVALUATING 
EXPO AND ITS ALLEGED ILL EFFECTS ON THE LOCAL ECONOMY. JAPANESE AND 
OKINAWAN OFFICIALS, INCLUDING GOVERNOR YARA, HOWEVER, TELL US THEY 
BELIEVE EXPO WAS A SUCCESS BOTH AS AN EXPOSITION AND IN BRINGING 
OKINAWA CLOSER TO THE REST OF JAPAN ECONOMICALLY AND SOCIALLY. WE 
WILL PREPARE A FINAL EVALUATION WHEN THE DUST SETTLES. 

3. EXPO CLOSING MARKS END OF MAJOR PERIOD IN POST-REVERSION OKINAWA 
AND OKINAWANS IN GENERAL ARE NOW TURNING THEIR ATTENTION TO WHAT THEY 
CALL THE ' POST-EXPO" PERIOD. PRESS IS PLAYING UP APPREHENSIONS ABOUT 


PAGE 3 RHAIBQA3935 CONFIDENTIAL LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
FUTURE UNEMPLOYMENT IN PARTICULAR. HOWEVER, IN MY INITIAL CALLS ON 
YARA AND OTHER OKINAWAN OFFICIALS I HAVE ENCOUNTERED MUCH MORE OPTIMI 
SM 

ABOUT OKINAWA'S FUTURE THAN WAS EXPRESSED TO ME BY FONOFF AND BANK OF 
JAPAN OFFICIALS IN TOKYO. YARA AND OTHER OFFICIALS HAVE NOT TAKEN 
THE OCCASION OF MY CALLS TO EXPRESS ANY CRITICISM OF THE U.S. 

MILITARY PRESENCE. 

KNOWLES 
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